Building a Traditional Japanese House as a Community Center in the Stricken Area of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake
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Historical Background

On January 17, 1995, the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake hit major parts of Kansai region of Japan.  A community of Mikura (block 5, 6, and 7) in Kobe city, Hyogo prefecture was destroyed greatly by this earthquake.  During the period of reconstruction, a need for building a community center in Mikura became an important project for the people to achieve.  In December 2001, through number of discussions and searching for possibilities, the community decided to build their center by reusing a traditional Japanese house which was no longer in use.  Soon they found the actual house in Kasumi Town, an outside of Kobe city, and disassembled and removed it in the summer of 2002.  In August 2003, reconstruction project began and Mikura community center was built in January 2004.

· Objectives

1. To create a space where people can make themselves at home.

Due to the massive fire which burnt over 80 % of the area, the community of Mikura was basically newly built.  To make the reconstruction process as fast as possible, most buildings were built with new/artificial materials which contributed in changing physical characteristic of the community, and the people lost their memories of good old days of Mikura.  

2. To recognize their own historical/cultural heritage. 

Many people in the community of Mikura came from countryside and used to live in traditional houses when they were children.  It is important for them to not only recover from the earthquake, but also re-create their own cultural heritage.  
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To share a sense of community while actually helping to build the traditional house.

Disaster survivors helped each other to recover from the earthquake.  Over the years as reconstruction efforts achieved, people slowly had lost such momentum to help each other.  Building the traditional house will contribute in regaining people’s way of thinking, sharing and helping each other in the community.

· The Mikura Community Center Profile

Address: 6 Cho-me Mikura-tori, Nagata-ku Kobe-city, Hyogo prefecture.

Area: 393 m₂

Building Area: 190 m₂
Total Floor Space: 220 m₂  

· Positive Outcomes through the Rebuilding Process
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In total of 1,050 college students participated in both disassembling and assembling processes.  

2. Male participants from the community contributed in construction process.  

3. Female participants from the community contributed in managing food, accommodation, and scheduling for the volunteers.  
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Reconstruction expenses were donated by various organizations and individuals to build this community center.
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This whole experience was appreciated by different communities and regions which have created a new line of network.  Another project for building traditional house will be planned for the stricken area of the Chi-Chi Earthquake (1999).    


まち・コミュニケーション

〒653-0014　兵庫県神戸市長田区御蔵通5-5

NPO　Machi-communication

Address: Mikura-tori5-5, Nagata-ku Kobe-city, Hyogo prefecture

Tel:078-578-1100　Fax:078-576-7961

mailto:m-comi@bj.wakwak.com

HP:http://park15.wakwak.com/~m-comi/
This traditional Japanese house　will be reconstructed in the stricken area of the Chi-Chi Earthquake.











